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HY CRIME DOES NOT PAY-

No. 8 of a Series of Extraordinary Revelations

Written by SOPHIE LYONS

The Most Famous and Successful Criminal of Modern Times, Who Made a
Million Dollars in Her Early Criminal Career and Lost It at Monte Carlo, and
Has Now Accumulated Half a Million Dollars in Honorable Business Enterprises
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In my previous articles I have shown
{hat the blggest bank robbery ever accom-
plished was really an unprofitable under-
taking; that the great and "successful”
burglars lived to learn the lesson that a
Life of crime i8 not really profitable; that
even those who, when caught, have man-
aged to escape from prison, profited noth-
Ing. And to-day in the field of train rob-
bery 1 shall prove (o the readers of this
page that here, again, the rule holds true
that CRIME DOES NOT PAY!

Of course, there have been men clever
enough to hold up trains without resort-
ing to violence, but they are exceptional
cages. The famous “Black Bart,” the lone
blghwayman, was such a man. He boasted
that the shotgun he carried on his exploits
had never been loaded and that never in
all his long criminal career had he taken
A life or injured a human being.

This *“Black Bart"—Charles Boles was
bis right name—wag as romantic a char-
acler as any swashbuckling plrate of the
Etory books. He was a well educated men
and bhad once had a prosperous business.
Just how he happened to turn highway-
man and traln robber was a secret which

- b& would never divulge.

A Lone Highwayman

“Black Bart"” began his long career as
& hold-up man {n the days when the stage
coaches used ¢o carry large amounts of
currency and gold dust over the mountain
trails of the Far Wesl. He alw#ys worked
alone, but by a clever ruse which 1 will
tell you about he led his victims to believa
that he had several heavily armed accom-
plices o help him enforce his demands.

The veln of humor which showed Itself
in everything he did extended even to the
way he dressed himself up for his rob-
beries. He invariably wore a long linen
duster with a jute bag wrapped around
bis body like an Indian's blanket A tall
cone-shaped hat, such as clowns in the
circus wear, campleted a costume more

or any one else on the stage might have
had was Immedlately dropped at slght of
the dummmy desperadoes to whom “Black
Bart" addressed thls stern command.

“I'll bave to trouble you to step out of
that stage for a moment,” says “Black
Bart,"” with the courtesy for which he was
famous,

As the men, women and children left the
slage he ranged them In a long line by the
roadside, directly in range of the am-

bushed riflemen, whose painted broomstick
guns, significantly enough, kept the little
Eroup constantly covered.

From under his duster he produced a
neat canvas bag. With this In one hand
and hls shotgun in the other, he passed
along the line and gently but firmly re-
lieved his victims of watches, nocketbooks,
scarf pins and everything else of value.

This operation over, he would make the
driver open ths mail bags and the strong
box In which the valuable shipments were
carrled

From thelr contents he selected all the
money and gold dust and stowed It away
in his bag, which by this time was bulging
with plunder.

“Now drive on,” said “Black Bart,” mo-
tioning his victims back Lo thelr places
on the coach, “and If you value your lives
don't look back. My men apd 1 are dead
shots and will fire at the first head we
see looking around."”

Anything that would take them out of
the range of those guns was welcome to
the frightened people on the coach. The
driver would crack his whip and away the
gtage would roll at a great pace—with
never a person hold enough to look back
at the scene of the robbery,

In addition to his other accompligh-
ments, “Black Dart” was sgomething of a
poet and evidently tdok a good deal of
pride in hig verses. Qulte frequently, af-
ter robbing a stage coach, he would hand
one of his victims a bit of paper on which
were ecrawled some of his chymes.

Here {8 a “poem” which the driver of a

Sophie Lyons—the ‘“Queen of the Burglars’

head significantly in the direction of the
“riflemen,” whose hats and “gun barrels™
showed from the usual amhbhush at the side
of the track, he said loud enough for all
to hear:

“Don't fira unless 1 give the word.
boys!"”

The hint was quite sufficlent. Convinced
that they were at the mercy of a large
band of desperate men, passengers, train-
men and express messengers quickly
handed thelr valuables over to "Black
Bart.”

When he had secured all the plunder
he could, he uttered his usual threat about
not looking back on penalty of belng shot
al and allowed the train to move on.

‘“‘Black Bart” [8 Caught

After eluding the police and express
companies for years, “Black Bart" finally
lost his nerve in a way that seemed strange
in vlew of the coolnesgs he had displayed
on 80 many previous occasions.

He had held up a Southern Pacific traln
In the usual way. As he was packing the
last of the plunder into his bag a farmers
boy came walking down a mountain trail
toward the train.

The boy had been hunting and carried a
rifle. He was innocent of any intentlon Lo
interfers with “Black Bart"—In fact, had
he had any idea that a traln robbery was
golng on he would promptly have taken to
his heels,

Strangely enough the sight of this lone
boy with the rifle filled the train robber
with the greatest alarm. Hurrledly throw-
ing his bag of booty over his shoulder he
started off In the opposite direction as- fast
28 he could run,

The passengers and trailnmen were
dumfounded. Why should this robber run
away when be had six armed men over
them to protect him?

Just then a passing gust of wind blew

knew of him he was llving honestly. A1l
the money hls crimes brought him had
been gambled away and he was penniless
Wwhen he left prison and bad to struggle
hard to make a living. For this daring
and unusually lucky desperado surely
crime did not pay.

“0ld Bill" Miner was another famous
traln robber who generally worked alone
and who, like "“Black Bart.” never posed
as a -bad man and never took human life.
He was one of the first traln robbers to
operate on the Pacific Coast and is sald to
have originated the expression, “Hands
up!”

Only a few years ago he figured In a
daring series of robberles along the Cana-
dlan Paclfic Rallway. The crimes fol-
lowed each other In rapld successlon—
hardly a:week passed that this bold man
did not hold up some fast traln and make
his escape with large sums In currency
and gold dust.

The reward of $15,000 which the Cana-
dian Government offered for his capture
seemed to have no terrors for Miner. One
May evening, when the search for him
wag at ita helght, he stopped a fast traln
near Furrer, British Columbla, on almost
the exact spot of one of his previous rob-
berlea.

At the point of his revolver, Mlner
forced the engineer to uncouple the com-
binatlon mall and express car from the
rest of the traln and take it a mile or so
down the track. As Miner knew, a heavy
shipment of gold dust had been made on
this traln and he expected to make a rich
haul.

But 4o his surprise, when he came to
rifle the car, he found not one of the ex-
press company's strong boxes. The only
thing of value the car contalned was a
Bmall quantity of registered mall.

Women Train Robbers

The frequent robberies had made the ex-

Baw a hole in the door through which they
had entered This hole was just large
enough for a man to reach hisarm through

and slide back the bolt on the Inside ot
the door.

The purpose of this was to create the
Impression that the robbers had galned
éntrance to the car without the messen-
ger's knowledge or consent—by climbing
up on the slde of the car and sawing
through the door.

As soon as Brown had handed over to
them the contents of the safe they were
to bind and gag him and inflict several
culs on hls face and hands to indicate the
hard struggle he had made to protect hias
employer’'s property. He was also to chew
on a small plece of soap to produce foam
on his lips and thus add reality to his ap-
parent sufferings

As the train slowed down at some sta-
tion In the outskirts of New York City,
Bullard and Marsh would jump off and
make thelr escape with the booty.

At the end of the route the messenger
would be discovered lying helpless in the
car—to all appearances almost dead.

After he had been revived he would
tell a story of the robbery that had been
carefully rehearsed In every detall with a
vlew to decalving the express company's
detectives and the police. He was to lay
particular atress on his descriptions of the
robbers who had entered the car and at:
tacked him—making them as little like the
real Bullard and Marsh as anything well
could be.

There was for varlous reasons a delay
of several weeke before this crafty plan
could be put Into execution. When it
finally was undertaken It went through
without a hitch.

But Brown had, up to this time., been
an honest man and this sudden plunge Into
crime began to trouble his conscience. His
story of the robbery, at first entirely
plausible, began to weaken under the per-
elstent questioning of the detectives, Final-
ly he gave so many conflicting verslons of
varfous points that he was placed under
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